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Special Thanks

rcola, Illinois Chamber of Commerce members are
proud that our community is the birthplace of .
Johnny Gruelle, the creator of Raggedy Ann

and Andy. His legacy o the world continues to bring &
joy and unconditional love to both the young and young '
at heart. His artistic and literary contribution will forever
occupy a special place in our community’s heritage. Our
chamber would like to extend a sincere ‘thank you’
to the Gruelle Family for their ongoing participation

and support of both our community and the Raggedy
Ann and Andy Festival.

The Arcola Chamber of Commerce would like to express their deepest
appreciation to the volunteer committee members for all their dedication
and support of the Raggedy Ann and Andy Festival.

A heartfell ‘thank you’ goes out to the following folks
for the special memory pictures they have graciously
contributed to the Raggedy Ann and Andy Festival

Scrapbook:

Robin Hess - Beaufort, SC

Pam Wyrick - St. Johns, WL

Tony & Phyllis Nestor - Vermilion, OH

Shirley Heislers - Liberty, MO

Lynn Dowdy - Jonesboro, AR

Hiromi Tokuda - Oyama-City, Tochigi Japan
Hiromi Nishizawa - Yono-City, Saitama Japan
Diane & Jed Ashton - Sandy, UT

Jony

Arcola Chamber of Commerce
P O.Box 274 ® Arcolq, Illinois 61910
Toll-free: 1-800-336.5u56

© 1999 Arcola Chamber of Commerce. All Rights Reserved.
Raggedy Ann & Andy are registered trademarks of Simon & Schuster.
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Birthplace
of Johnny Gruelle,
Creator of
Haggedy Ann
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PARADE 14 :30a.m,
(lin upat1y a.m.)
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Arc.ola Honors the
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Beloved Raggedy
Ann & Andy Dolls ...
Mr, Johnny Gruelle
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1st Annual Raggedy Ann & Andy Festival « 1990
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RAGGEDY ANN’S CANDY HEAR
REAL OR LEGENDARY?

In keeping with the winsome looks and gentle
persona of Johnny Gruelle’s Raggedy Ann, a
special characteristic has been attributed time
and again to the earliest dolls. This sweet,
sugary body part, sewn deep into her stuffing,
eventually came to define and embody the
entire spirit of Raggedy Ann-a candy heart.

Raggedy Ann’s candy heart is yet another
subject of speculation. Did the first dolls really
have candy hearts, or is the candy heart simply
another metaphorical attribute bestowed on
Raggedy Ann by Johnny Gruelle?

Worth Gruelle, a very small child at the
time, claims that the first Ra ggedy Ann dolls
made by his family had candy hearts sewn
inside, adding that he was often sent to a
nearby confectionery to buy them. With John ny
Gruelle's penchant for whimsy, coupled with
what must have been the small production
volume for any family-made dolls, placing a
sugar heart into each Raggedy Ann’s chest may
well have been a final, loving touch; an easy-to-
accomplish, inexpensive addition, giving each
Raggedy Ann a literal source for her sweet,
kindly persona.

While it would have been easy, indeed, to
sew a sugary goodie inside these hand-
assembled dolls, no Raggedy Ann doll has
survived that still possesses any signs of a sewn
in candy heart. As a result, many doll collectors
remain skeptical.

The candy heart attribution may well have
had its genesis in Gruelle’s Raggedy Ann
Stories, in which Gruelle tells how Raggedy
Ann’s sweet candy heart affects her persona
and outlook, and how it fares during various
kinds of mishaps, drenchings, and washings. In
one of the book’s tales ("Raggedy Ann’s New
Sisters") Gruelle closes with the original
Raggedy Ann returning sifely to the nursery,
after being sent to a doll factory, asserting to
the other dolls that her hundreds of "new
sisters” eq a candy heart, just like her
own.
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Andy Festival

June 1 & 2, 1991 Arcola, Illinois

10:00 a.m.
10:40 a.m.
11:10 am.
12:00 p.m.

12:30 p.m.

1:10 p.m.
1:30 p.m.

210 pm,
3:00 p.m.
3:45 p.m.
4:30 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

\\\s}m Dance wn‘(

The Silver Nickel Band
7:30 p.m., Saturday, June 1
Raggedy Ann Collections

7 Exhibitors, With Items For Sale
Arcola Community Room

Saturday & Sunday, June 1 & 2

Spelling Bee
Saturday, June 1

SATURDAY, JUNE 1

"Wolf Tales"

by: Ginger Lozar
Chit-chat

with the Gruelles
"Walf Tales"

by: Ginger Lozar
Future Stars
**Magic by Dennis”
by: Mr. and Mrs.
Richard Dennis
Future Stars

Banjo The Clown
by: Sandy Smallhorn
Future Stars
Parade

Awards

Future Stars
Arcola Jazz Band
Dance

Silver Nickel Band

Reception With The Gruelle Family
And Book Signing, 11:30 to 12:30
Saturday, June 1
At The First National Bank of Arcola

Great Parade
Fealurlng The Tin Lizzies,
A 20-Unit Shrine Group
3 p.m., Saturday, June 1

N

and daughter, Joni.

3:00 p.m.
3:40 p.m.
4:00 p.m.

Contact:

Arcola Chamber of Commerce

P.0. Box 274

Arcola, IL 61910

217-268-4530 (10 a.m.-2 p.m.)

Carnival
Petting Zoo
e

Food Stands
o llct b ool

Raggedy Ann & Andy
Look-alikes

Arts N’ Crafts
Antiques

10:15 a.m.
11:.00 am.

SPECIAL GUESTS i
Johnny Gruelle's son, 1:00 p.m.
Worth Gruelle and his 1:30pm
wife, Suzanne and
their son, Kim e

HewbaTn GruLLLE It

SUNDAY, JUNE 2

Gospel Music
Future Stars

Future Stars

Barber Shop Quartet
Future Stars
Coun(rylGospel
(fiddle, guitar, piano,
and vocal)

by: Raymond Easter
Chit-chat

with the Gruelles
Banjo The Clown

by: Sandy Smallhorn
Future Stars
""People For The Lord"’
by: Ed Woodworth,
Gary Schrock,

Ann Blake,

Darla Combs

i,
') THE OFFICIAL FESTIVAL DRINK

Ind Annval Raggedy Ann & Andy Festival « 1991 n
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Some of the childre
Andy at the festival.

Raggedy Ann Festival held

By ANDY WILDE

1ne worlh Groehe ramy of ine
Norton community and Rockledge,
Fla., their daughter, Joni Gruelle
Keating of Atlanta, and son, Kim
wruene of Norton, were the guest
o Arcoss, an, utring the second
annual Raggedy Ann Festival.

Arcola is the bisthplace of their
tatner and grandfather, Johnny Gru-
sile, creator of Raggedy Ann and
Andy.

The weather for the June 1-2
event was suany and warm and
wen-aucnucu vy several thousand
vasilors,

The streets of Arcola were deco-
sated with red, white and blue ban-
s witn caggedy Ann and Andy
dolls everywhere. The local town

June 1 and 2, 1991

n of Arcola, Ill., dressed up like Raggedy Ann and

ower homemade goodies created by
the local townsfolk.

Worth Gruelle and family
moved o the main tent to auto-
graph Raggedy Ann and Andy dolls,
books, patents and related items
that Kim had provided for sale from
his shop in the Norton community.

After a two-hour autograph ses-
sion, the Gruelles were the guests
of honor in a parade that circled
through the old part of town on
cobblestone streets beneath tower-
ing oak and maple trees with a
backdrop of Victorian homes built
in the 1800s.

Not a spare shade spot was o be
had on the parade route, and there
wasn't one unhappy face in the
cowd!

dren and some young-at-heart
adults were dressed up as Raggedy
dolls and a wonderful all-American
time was had by all.

Saturday morning started off
with a chit-chat with the Gruelle
(amily on the main stage and the
town mayor, Linda Fishel, gave the
key to the city to the Gruelle fam-
ity. The police chief gave a get-out-
of-jail-free card to Kim Gruelle, (He
didn't use it, I might add!)

Next, the Gruelle family was
interviewed by the press and yours
truly and did television interviews
in stations in Arcola, Maltoon,
Tuseola, Champaign-Urbana,
Springtield and Chicago.

The fair flowed out for several
blocks with numerous street ven-
dors selling many old and new
Raggedy Ann and Andy dolls,
books, and related items, antiques,
wonderfyl food made by the Amish
folks who live in the beautiful
counuyside nearby, and lots of

Tt apy d to me that the Gru-
elle family was having as much fun
as the rest of the parade onlookers.

After the parade, the Gruelles
moved on to the First National
Bank of Arcola for another auto-
graph session. Severai nunarea
folks were patiently waiting to have
their dolls and books signed,

‘The first afternoon wound down
with an incredible street dance with
music by the Sitver Nickle Band.
Everyone had a grant time dancing
the night away.

Surnday morning began on stayc
with some great live gospel music,
The Gruelle family had another
chit-chat with the audience and then
moved 1o the main tent for the at-
ternoon 1o continue autographing
mare dolls and books.

As the aftermoon wore down to
evening shadows and the soft glow
of the setting sun eased across the
Illinois ficlds, folks began their trele
home with a warm feeling of love,
kindness, sharing and a certain

Raggedy Ann Fés;_‘tiv:al ; '/

A3

knowledge that all was well with
their part of the world.

I am most certain the tat me
spirit of Raggedy Ann and Andy
were present that grand weekend and
that Johnny Gruelle and his wife
would have greatly approved,

A very special thank you goes
out to the Gruelle family for
attending and helping make the
second annual Raggedy Ann Festi-
val a resounding success. aweet
memories will be held close at hea.,
by all in anticipation for the third
annual festival in the spring of
1992,

We
LO\/e
ngge dy
Ann cg
An dy_l

nlnd Annual Raggedy Ann & Andy Festival « 1991



By BURTON COLE

shirt,
HER Staft Writer

"1 think the Jag¢ time I was j
ARCOLA —. In this day of Mutated  Arcgjg Iwas Probably 39 years old,"
turtles ang highty i ha

he recalls, +q don’t
fuch, "
Raggedy Ann

think it'g changed

and Andy bogh have
Cthanged ang Stayed ek
3 Worth Gruelle, ham The on their
Whose father ang Arcola native
Johnny Gruelle,

created Raggedy
Ann in 1915,

B WHAT: Secong Annual Raggeqy
are guests of & d ;i
ool Amn Andy Festiva]

Continues 1o am 08
Andy Secong D.m. today,
aphual Festival | 8 WHERE: O e streets of
Which opened jry * downtown Aroly.

 PARKG: streets
Outside of bkx:t?gﬁ festival
area.

“We drove up from (
Carolina, oyp cot

Norton,) N
the mounta s, y

eyebrows contrast Snowy
White hair ang Mmustache. The fageq of
tattoos are !ndn‘sﬂngwmnble on his Ra, Ann 3 , 3
Sun-wrinkled armg He wearg 5 POW-  other collectibles are displayed g
der blye Raggedy Ann & Andy T. sold in the Arcola Commumty Room,

Photo by Merd Shadounik
" AN FANS: Katherine Weper, 4, hotds op 1 her  during 5 Performance by o .
Raggedy Ann’ gopy 25 she i3 held by per father Bl

1 LGer Lozar’s puppets o
center stage in downtown Arcola Saturday,

k
he 2 boO
‘ utograp r
K‘m;n eager fan unde

wor‘r Suzanne
in ’91 Parade

Thank You : Yo
nded the special receptio
s a(l;rvtzgﬁeagaemily held at the bar";k r?;gt:rrg?y
5 ratulations to the Arcola C aful
CongCommerce on a very success
Raggedy Ann Festival
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kwcﬂlon For Gruelle Famﬂy G
the Raggedy Ann Festival, Arcola First National Bank Gruelle, c

uwmgmmwmmuammm mmmmumﬁmm.mm.mimmm
creator of Raggedy Ann. From left are Kim and Arcola Mayor Lynda Fishel,

ks

M,

Tribute To Troops

S . .
Raggedy Ann Display Hull
Not only did people go into Areols City Hall to

edy Ann displays by exhi conditioned com for from the 100-4, h
the” nation, iyt i "‘mb’zm‘m‘ outside, ogres heat

Znd Annval Raggedy Ann & Andy Festival » 1991



By CARL WALWORTH
Staff Writer :

'ARCOLA — Just how many do!ls his
father made that still exist, Worth Gmelle
isn't sure.

“But if theyll show me, I'll know i unme-
diately if it’s one he did,” Gruelle said Sat-

the second Raggedy Ann Festival.

Worth Gruelle’s father, Johnny, was
born in Arcola, then went on to a career
that included creating Raggedy Ann and

Worth, his wife Suzanne, son Kim and
daughter Joni returned to Arcola for a fes-

€ri

Raggedy Ann and Andy books, dolls and
other paraphernalia. Some of the older
books sold for $85 apiece.

The Gruelle family also signed auto-
graphs, rode in the parade and chatted

Chamber of Commerce Float
Loaded with Raggedy Ann lookallke

urday during his family’s visit to Arcola for

tival filled with Raggedy Ann look-alikes
handing out candy, munc and several ‘

booths. :
Gruelle’s were one of many who sold -

Famlly fmds ‘thrill’ of doll’s popular

'wﬂ;h Raggedy Ann fans
from throughoutthe area. |
“There were long lines
waiting for autographs,” |
 said Doris Knaus, a festi- |
rganizer, “The ses-
sions were longer than |
they planned, but they |
werehappy todoit”
Kim Gruelle indicated
he might return to future |
festivals, Knaus said.
Worth Gruelle said his |
father’s original works |
are distinctive with the |
brown hair, thin nose, |
all smile and eyelash-

s father changed

MWMW‘I’I

Raggedy Ann’s look, Worth and Kim Gruelle with Raggedy Ann doll.

. Worth Gruelle said, bu

: theqnahtyamchmgandpamtmgpaﬁems

and other Main Street during Suturday’s parade.

contestants
Toyland themes, the Arcola Chamber of Commerce float rolls down

i-tech world. “Themsaht
ys and girls that attract
“The red hair and the &mnle,” Gruelle attenﬁon You watch a child who sees a
'sai.d of reasons why the rag doll remains  Raggedy Ann doll and immediately they

ity i m Arcml

_ was about 9 years ol

struck by any major chnnga&
There are smaller festivals
Raggedy Ann, Gruelle said. but
devote an entire weekend f,n '
father gave his daughter
“You can imagine how it feels,” Gruelle
said, “It’s a great, great thrill, ¢

» wonderﬁﬂ tocome back he

hls sick daughter is st:l

great thrill.” ; '
Gruelle still owns the opyrights ko

Raggedy Ann and Andy, but adr

ashamed of some modern writings d

manufactured dolls.

are under way for next year. .

“We're very pleased w;t }mw ev Y-
thing worked out,” L ‘
well received.”

Kim & Joni in
Toyland Parade

Znd Annval Raggedy Ann & Andy Festival « 199Tm



Raggedy Ann Festival

D\lring the weekend, an

uummdvmm&mmm

packed Main Street in the
hometown of the late Johnny
Gruelle, creator of America’s
most popular doll. Despite
street-level temperatures
reaching 101 degrees both days,
the 1991 festival topped last
%rurl attendance of 3,000 to

000 .

The stifling weather
prevented even larger crowd
numbers and food stand sales
during hot afternoon hours,
however. Puppeteer Gimr
Lozar and clown Sandy
Smallhorn, both suffering from
heat exhaustion, shortened or
cancelled lhows at the enter-
tainment stage. A Belgian horse
in Jim Berry's hitch and

several pets in Saturday’ss However, Worth and Kim sell
Raggedy

parade also overheated, bmnot
. Most fes!

successfully battled the

weather by ducking under awn-

wﬂw hl?:ym cold drinks
or

at the food stands.

One of the festival's top draws
were the four living descen-
dants of Raauly Ann creator

Gruelle,

Johnny Attending were
Gruelle's son, Worth, with Ns

, Kim Gruelle and Joni
Their down-

llsned ‘Ann books with
mirers throy hout the
weekend. The ival drew
Raggedy Ann fans from as far
as, California, wnnmm,
mm New York and Canada

m‘
licenses for

Great Co., mcmm N.C.
The Gruelles were won over
by the festival's homespun at-
mosphere and the town's
ty. Joni, who lives in
Atlanta, GA., wants to bring her
chﬁmn and grandchildren to

's festival, scheduled

m May 16-17, 1992 Worth and
Suzanne also wish to return,

Festival chairmen and city
officials conferred with the
Gruelles Sunday morning about
next year's futivn! Kim
Gruelle was so mthg:a t\;‘t;
fered an m in
1992 celebration.

“I think Arcola is one of the
sweetest, mmtwuuderm

as y
beautiful, I think, Tot
mm&-mo{mw

tional anthem  during

mmnomas Attending were
Lee, Mike Lee, Matt Hen-
Eskridg

“1 want to thank God, who

Attendance Grows

wife, s»anmw, and their

Was with me the entire time 1
Was there,” Nolan Leemd

The Silver Nickel Band enter-
tained during Saturday night's
street dance. !nny local
ts went to the

the sun went down and

pagearnit.
0‘“’“"1‘8 won an award for the

1 mmtorwmldamtkmmm

the pageant.

Limited-edition T-shirts were
almost sold out during the
festival. Proceeds will be used
for a Johnny Gruelle memorial
near the Arcola depot.

The festival's biggest crowds
were on Saturday, mostly

» because of the parade that

afternoon. The top entries in
each category won ribbons and
cash

prizes.
Raggedy Ann & Andy
Lookalike Winners - First,

i Myron and
Kay Shonkwiler.
Pet Parade — First, Ginger
Humphrey. Second, Derek Otto.
Third, Carl Winch.
Float ~ First, Arcola Pre-

School Co-op. Second, Myron
Shonkwiler. Third, American
Heart Association.

Toyland Costume - First,
Almadine Ledent.

Bicycles — First, Amanda and
Angie Nolan.

Antique Car -- First,
Rockome Gardens.

Classic Auto - First, Myron

Shonkwiler, .
Antigue Tractor - First, Ron
Daily.

Horse grawn -~ First,
Plank’s,

Horse Team - First, Jim
Berry's Belgians.

Horse & Rider -- First,
Caitlyn VanDeveer.

Pony Drawn - First, Abel’s
Pony Farm.

Unique - First, Larry Honn.

m Znd Annval Raggedy Ann & Andy Festival « 1991



Festival Organizers

Many people organized the second annual Raggedy Ann &
Andy Festival, but three chairpersons were most responsible
for the celebration. Seated, from left, are Teresa Nolan and
Annette Ferguson. Standing is Doris Knaus.

- ' X

Wumu'vnarbenMJ: Quar ot sum st the main stage Sunds
Just c::" Fun, & women's “'| “"‘_,_.‘" B e the  the Raggedy Ann .

from Champaiga-Urbana,

y afternoon at

We Wish

—————t

to THank Oup
2
PPIENDS IN‘ADC@LA

for e BEST PAGGEDY /

FESTNVAL in e WHOLE WORLD

Oworn Groe e
199
(67
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May 16 & 1 7, 1992 63 W Ed
Arcola, Illinois R
Birthplace of Jobnny Gruelle

$Saturday, May 16, 19924 WSunday, May 17, 1992

;00 Volleybaly Tournamen; 11:00 Chrad:: Band - 40's, 50/

11-12:00  Reception a Bank and 60's mugjc

1:00 Parade . featuring: Angar Cycle ' 12:30 Olin The Mﬂsiﬂﬂp ‘
Patrol, Vangdg)ia Tin Lizzie 1:00 Chmck; Band uc 40's, 50's

Andy ’Lbok .:‘kliké:&, Toyland 23:30 Arcola Bands Pregeng Annyal
-Ostumes Outdoor Concer and
3:00 Ninja Juggler Ice Cream Social

x

3:305:00 p, ers 2:30  Olip The Magician
- ts oo Infs Jepapcers 500 Gospe Music - Lutz ang
7:30:10:30 Sijy - . Debbie Bray
& erf 30-10:30 Silyer Nickel Band 400 Glory s ora nig
1 S ®Saturday ang Sundeyew
Ar Raggedy Ann Exhibiop o The Community Builging
Antiques and Arts N' Crafys

Root Beer Float Teng with all day entertainmeny
Cartoon Tent

ival « 1992
m 3rd Annual Raggedy Ann & Andy Festival



The Gruelle Family enjoys
a special moment at a
reception at Arcola’s
First National Bank
at the ‘92 Festival

3rd Annval Ragaedy An & Andy Festival « 1992 |



helped
an-ever

Again, one of the fest-
ival's top draws was the
Gruelle family, who are the
descendants of the late
Raggedy Ann creator and

Continued from w 1

an Atlanta resident,

i st vt
film uct
throughout the
a documentary.
‘ ng themselves
thoroughly, each member
of the Gruelle family
promised to make a return
trip to next year's festival.
wo unique Raggedy

interviews

Arcola native Johnn
Gruelle. Making the retur
trip were Gruelle's son, 7
year-old Worth, with hi
wife, Suzi, and childr
Kim Gruelle and Jo
Gruelle Keating. Worth and
Suzi  Gruelle chatte
amiably and patientl
signed scores of Ragged
Ann & Andy books durin
the festival.
Kim Gruelle turned out
to be a significant Arcola
booster. During the past
year, he frequently men
tioned the festival to
visitors at his mountain
side shop in Cashiers, NC.
Fascinated, he stayed in
Arcola for an extra day or
two to research its history,
Also making the trip was
Worth's grandson, Shan
Keating, accompanied b
his girlfriend, Amy. Shane,
Continued on Page 6

Ann dolls, designed for a
future limited-edition run
and signed by the Gruelle
family, were auctioned for
$350. The money was
donated into a fund to help
build a Johnny Gruelle and
Raggedy Ann & Andy
memorial at the Arcola

ould begin
There will
auction

memorial
within a

also be a | fion for
. two other unique mfmy
Ann dolls for m:m und,

ending this September.
Th?im@tt of rain on
Sunday kept down attend-
ahce and scared off a few
vendors. However, weather
during the day remained

me

‘!"ﬁy root beer float tent
was deemed a success, but
festival organizers wish to

| place it in a better location
next

year,
The top crowds were

1. during Saturday after-
' noon's parade, Cash prizes

were given to the top
entries:

Floats - First, Rockorme
d, Mﬁ‘on and Kay
honkwiler. Third, Arcols Pre.
Raggedy Ann & Andy Look-
nmf‘u I‘Krn. ?m.y c&:rk ::t‘i;

Megan Heﬂtrv?. Second, Ml
da 1e Alexander.
:&m% and Jamie

d - First, Jennifer Mast

i and
5 rat,
% =~ Plrst,

‘Kim Gruelle, Shane Keating, Suzi Gruelle, Worth Gruelle and Joni Gruelle Keating, Accompanying them

“The Gruelle Family Returns To Arcola

~ Descendants of Arcola native Johnny Gruelle, the late creator of Raggedy Ann and Andy, returned to
‘Aicola for third annual Raggedy Ann & Andy Festival this past weekend. In the second row, from left, are

ing a reception at the Arcola First National Bank on Saturday were Raggedy Ann and Andy lookalikes
isley Beaty, Amanda Nolen and Gwen Ferguson.

The 1992 -
Raggedy Ann & Andy Festiva

Was A Great Event!

LA #rd Annual Raggedy Ann & Andy Festival » 1992
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RAGGEDY ANN FESTIVAL
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LIMITED EDITION

(l e i ‘d es e ) Je I: . ‘
P O e y .

Worth, Lynda Fishel (Arcola’s Maryor),
Suzanne and Jeff Edwarde (artist)

Thanks, Arcola

Dear Editor:

1 would like to extend g
heartfelt thank You to each
and everyone of you fine
folks for helping continue
the tradition ang old fash-
ioned values that
Ann and Andy" stand A

To all of you that I know
Personally, o wonderfu]
thank you ‘and to all of the
unsung hero's that I have
not gotten to know yet, 4
Very special thank . ou,
without all of your ti;
chergy and devotion the
Third Annua) "Raggedy
Ann and Andy® Festival
could not of been the won-
derful success that it was,

To all the great young
folks of Arcola, thank you
for all the | and hap-
Piness that you shared with
me. You are the best,

To all the great town
folks, & warm thank you for
YOur support ang friend-
ship and allowing me to be
a part of your lite and town
for a few moments of time,
You helped me feel most
welcome,

Borrowing g quote from
my granddad, "the truest

real” so, thank You to all for
your kindness, Benergsity
and for being Yourselves.

Til next year, good health
with happiness, Peace and
success, with 'Razgedy'
Irimdship.

Mr. Kim Gryelle
Cashiers, NC
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Kim and two of his favorite
friends greet visitors
watching the
Toyland Parade
in 1992

o

ﬂy Anns nnd Andys pa- {
h%ernwﬂ whﬂe tha 1

felﬁvtimhtmor nf the mgdoﬂl L
The Gruelle family joined in
the festivities by signing auto- |
graphs and talking with admir

ers of the Raggedy Ann and
;;;:ihnn that originated in Ar-

- The dolls were created by
Jehw '

-

WmﬂaGrueﬂesmn,Kime
ene mdmafmliheemmmw ]

g e mn !mld true to the tradi- |
represented by the

“Otfryimg on the tradition of
BanedyAma and Andy is very
important. Arcola has the same
kind of values my grandfather
had in mind when he ereated the

v w > e .
“We live in such a cha g
world, it’snhemhnvem:igmg
le and beatxéfsl to

attend future events to keep up
the tradition. !

lina and still own the copy-

Raggedy Ann & Andy look-alikes participate inthe third annual Arcola festival parade.
o, The family resides in North  rights fowthemﬁnn aﬁd

Andy dolls.
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Worth & Suzanne in Toyland Parade.
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7:30-10:30 Teen Dance (Band)

Gruelle Family - French Embassy
:00 a.m. Lutz anq Debbie Braunigg
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'\' 'satu"lay’ May 22, 19939 Noon Reluctant Dragon
C r df S 8:00 a.m, Volleyball Tournament 12:45 p.m, Willey the Clown
'\' 5 & 10:00 a.m, Memorial Dedication 1:00 p.m. Bike Ride - 10 & 29 Mile
Ar 11:00 a.m, Reception at Bank 2:00 p.m. Book Signing
11:30 a.m. Willey The Clown
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3:30 p.m. Jim Danahoo
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5:00 p.m, Boneyard Creel Cloggers in The Community Building

7:30-10:30 P-m. Dance - Bang Street Arts ' Crafts Fajr
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Boneyard Creek Fol \~l\uk D
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GRUELLE MEMORIAL
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BY JEFF EDWARDS

Raggedy Ann Festival Co-Chairman
Annette Ferguson & Doris Knaus
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Johnny Gruelle Memorial Dedication
~ A Memorial to Johnny Gruelle was dedicated in a special ceremony held at 10 a.m., Saturday, during
the Raggedy Ann Festival. Pictured from left, are Arcola Mayor Lynda Fishel, Author Patricia Hall, who

gave the keynote address, and Kim Gruelle, Johnny Gruelle's grandson. Dee Lindenmyer, president of thw
‘Arcola Chamber of Commerce, also spoke at the ceremony.

e

s

m at the memorial’s
dedication ceremony
during the Jdth Festival.
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Toyland Parade watchers
greet Kim Gruelle as he
rides down Arcola’s Main

. Stevie Alexander, left, and Mindy Murphy,

right, won first place in the Most Unique category durin

g the

parade Samrdny
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John Clark, left, receives a signed book from author,
Patricia Hall. Kim Gruelle is seated center.

Kim Havin’ Fun at the Book Signing
(above) and hammin’ it up with
the news reporters (below).

..n?_;(y_ ki
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The Fourth Annual
Raggedy Ann and Andy
festival was dampened
somewhat as the weather
drove away many vendors
and customers on Sunday,
but Saturday's crowd was
excellent for the festival.

Ron Vyverberg, of
Vyverberg's department
store, was pleased with the
customer turn out. "We
were very busy and sales
were up from last year. The
nice weather helped on
Saturday, but we were still
pretty busy on Sunday,"
Vyverberg said.

Co-Chairman Doris
Knaus said she was "very
pleased with the crowd."
“The event was very
successful,” she added.

Ruth Ann Yoder from the
Dutch Kitchen said she was
satisfied with the Saturday
business turn out but was
disappointed with Sunday's
weather. "Nobody can
control the weather, but it
hurt our Sunday business.

because of the ‘"great
atmosphere and the
wonderful chairpersons."
According to Eileen
Nolen, the number of
booths tripled from last
year from 34 to 94. She said
she was quite satisfied with
the turn out because only
six vendors had lled

It hurt more to have the
street shut off because most
of our Sunday trade is older
people who have difficulty
walking, and with the street
closed they were unable to
walk the long distance,”
Yoder said.

Yoder said that
unfortunately the festival
crowd didn't make up for
the regular customers
because the weather drove
many people away on
Sunday.

Teresa Nolen, who was in
charge of the parade and
entertainment during the
festival, said that the
"vendors were satisfied
with what they made on
Saturday and would be
back.” She said the 4-H and
Band Boosters food booths
did very well and were
quite satisfied.

Earl Fox, a vendor from
Bureau, Ill., had only nice
things to say about the
coordinators. "It is nice to
see a coordinator available.

“The Gruelles were
already a family of three
when they left Arcola, For,
on Christmas eve, 1880, a
son had been born -- a

One of the highlights of
the Raggedy Ann Festival
was the Dedication
Ceremonies for the Johnny
Gruelle Memorial, located
by the Visitor's Information
Center at the Arcola Depot.

Arcola Mayor Lynda
Fishel and Dee
Lindenmeyer, president of
the Arcola Chamber of
Commerce, welcomed the
audience and explained the
importance to Arcola of
Johnny Gruelle and
Raggedy Ann and Andy.

Kim Gruelle, grandson of
Johnny Gruelle, said that
he was very moved by the
Memorial and that the
Gruelles not there in body
were there in spirit for the
Dedication.

The keynote address for
the Dedication was given
by Patricia Hall, author of a
new book, "Johnny Gruelle,
Creator of Raggedy Ann
And Andy."

Hall's speech, which she
wrote and copyrighted, is
reprinted below with her
permission.

“When Richard and Alice
Gruelle packed their few
possessions and moved
from their little home on
Arcola's South Locust
Street, they had no way of
knowing what kind of
adventures lay ahead. It
was the early 1880s and
Richard - known as R.B. -
was a struggling portrait
artist - a gifted, self-taught
painter, who longed to
make a living with his art-
work.

"Though the Gruelles
would have liked to go on
living in the peaceful seren-
ity of Douglas County, they
had heard tell, from more
than one out-of-town visi-
tor, that there were oppor-
tunities for artists in some
of the nearby cities - in par-
ticular, Indianapolis,
where, the story went, trol-
ly cars were running, and
gas lamps lit the streets at
night. Artists and writers
who were migrating to the
Hoosier Capitol were
enlivened to be in each oth-
er's company.

d bro yed boy
the couple named John,
after R.B.'s father. Though
he was but a wee toddler -
one, at the most two — years
old when he left Arcola,
Johnny Gruelle's native
home would forever be
with him. And throughout
his lifetime, there would be
more than several touch-
stones - connectors that, for
him, harkened back to his
birthplace in Douglas
County.

"As a young teenager liv-
ing in Indiana, Johnny
Gruelle began turning out
uncanny, whimsical car-
toons -- with little more
than a pencil and pad and
no formal training. It was
apparent that his father's
artistic blood ran in his
veins too. But it was also
obvious that he had been
influenced by other muses.

"Rather than follow
directly into his father's
world of landscape and por-
trait painting, young
Johnny opted for the dimly
lit drawing board and
rough chalk plates of news-
paper work. In seeking out
his first job ~ as a newspa-
per cartoonist - johnny was
following closely in the
fodtsteps of two paternal
uncles -- both prominent
newspapermen who had
made reputations for them-
selves right here in Douglas
County.

"The Arcola Record - this
city's first newspaper,
founded in 1866, had been
owned and operated for 17
years by John Marshall
Gruelle, R.B. Gruelle's older
brother. And Thomas
Gruelle, - R.B.'s younger
brother - had owned and
operated the Arcola
Democrat from 1877 - 1878,
before relocating to
Indianapolis to work in
printing and publishing.

"R.B. Gruelle's influence
on Johnny, was evident too.
‘While working as a newspa-
perman, Johnny Gruelle
also began turning out his
share of ethereal watercol-
ors and technically excel-
lent pen-and-inks, proving
that he - like his father -

Usually they take your
money and you never see
them again," Fox said.

Fox was a little
disappointed that people

possessed innate artistic tal-
ents reaching far beyond
cartooning.

"Eventually Johnny
Gruelle moved on to illus-
trating magazines; then
later, books. When, in 1915,
he created his now-world
famous Raggedy Ann, it
was clear from his doll and
design - and his illustrated
stories about her -- that
Gruelle also possessed an
uncanny sense of what the
public wanted and loved,
That, in a phrase, was nos-
talgia, with a little pizazz
added for good measure.

"Raggedy Ann's legendary
roots could be traced back
to Douglas County, too,
where, one story goes,
Johnny's mother Alice had
kept a childhood doll after
which the first Gruelle-fam-
ily Raggedy Ann would
later be patterned.

"When it came to color
and imagery; the spirit and
motifs of the Illinois
Heartland were everywhere
in Johnny Gruelle's work,
enlivening his prose, peo-
pling his cartoons, and
brightening his artistic
palatte,

“Johnny's drawings, car-
toons, and stories show-
cased his keen sense of
humor and his mystical
closeness to nature and
magic. His works glowed
with the golds and violets
that were also favorites of
his father's -- colors that
harkened back to Johnny's
birthplace in the Midwest.

"One need not look very
far in Gruelle's many illus-
trations to find the greens
and golds of Douglas
County broomcorn fields
and the dusky oranges and
purples of Illinois autumns.
The cartoon crossroads --
the "birds-eye-views" — and
their downhome captions,
for which Gruelle became
nationally famous, echoed
his own nostalgia for small-
town life -- affectionate
reflections of what he pic-
tured as the everyday
goings-on in towns like
Arcola.

"All of these creative
works prove that in his
heart of hearts, Johnny
Gruelle never left Douglas
County.

weren't spending as much
money here as in some
other places he attends, but
he said he would retury

Continued on Page 2

Saturday Ideal for Great
Raggedy Ann Festival;
Sunday Weather No Friend.

"This, then, is what we
are celebrating here today,
as the Arcola Chamber of
Commerce and the Gruelle
Family unveil and dedicate
this beautiful monument.
Much work and quite a few
dollars -~ donated by many
of you - have gone into this
memorial honoring Johnny
Gruelle, the creator of the
Raggedys. But this monu-
ment, and our gathering
here, celebrates much more
than simply "Johnny
Gruelle was born here" or
"The Gruelle Family once
slept here."

"Rather, we are celebrat-
ing the fact that for Johnny
Gruelle, Arcola was more
than just a birthplace - it
was a heartplace. Though
he lived many places -
north, south, east, and west
- for Gruelle, Illinois, was
all that was good and
wholesome and right about
the world. Its aura and col-
ors, its folklore and its spir-
it touched dozens of his
pastoral illustrations,
hometown cartoons, and
nostalgic stories ~ all works
that remind us how
enchanting or funny an
otherwise serious world
can seem when viewed
through the twinkling eyes
of a down-home wizard like
Uncle Johnny.

"Congratulations to the
City of Arcola, for celebrat-
ing a gentle and whimsical
native son. Though he lived
here only a little while,
Arcola stayed with Johnny
Gruelle for a very, very
long time," said Hall.

The new monument to
Johnny Gruelle was
unveiled at the end of the
Dedication ceremony.

Another highlight of the
Festival was the brunch
with Patricia Hall and Kim
Gruelle that was held at 11
a.m., Sunday at the French
Embassy.

There were 86 who
attended the brunch which
featured a slide
presentation on the life of
Johnny Gruelle.

There were many
activities going on
throughout the day, but
unfortunately the volleyball
tournament was cancelled.
Shelley Overman, who was
in charge of the
tournament, said "there just
weren't enough teams to
play, so we cancelled.”

Also, the strong winds on
Sunday forced many
people to cancel their plans
to participate in the bike
ride. The event was to
begin at 1:00 p.m. and at
that time only three bikers
had decided to tough it out.
Many others were planning
to attempt the ride but
decided against it once they

‘realized how strong the
winds were.

The winners of the
contests which were judged
during the parade include:

Classic Auto- 1st, Myron
Shonkwiler, 2nd, Earl Scott,
3rd, Reece Scott.

Antique Tractor- Ron

Dni}{.

orse/Pony Drawn- 1st,
Dave  Atchison, 2nd,
Tommy Lyons.

Horse/Pony Rider- 1st,
Howard and Donna Tull,
2nd, Caitlyn VanDeveer.

Pets- Carl Winch.

Most Unique Entry-
Mindy Murphy and Stevie
Alexander..

Floats- 1st, Rockome, 2nd,
Pre-School, 3rd, Mahoney -
Dutch man and woman.

Adult Ann and Andy
Look Alike- 1st, Marjorie
and Howard Cox, 2nd,
Myron and Kay
Shonkwiler, 3rd, Susie
McMahon and Michael
Hogue.

Child Ann and Andy
Look Alike- 1st, Lyndsay
Dunagan and Lucy Faler,
2nd, Heather Pullen and
Casey Jacob, 3rd, Patrick
Lyons and Natalie Nacke.

Best Toyland Parade

Costume- Jessica Hanner

and LeAnna Gurll.
Hot Wheels- Larry
Arnold.
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May 21 & 22, 1994 VArcola, Hlinois
Birthplace of Jolmny Gruelle

v Saturday, May 21, 1994 v ¥ Sunday, May 22, 1994 ¥ 1
9:00 a.m. Festiyal Opening 9:00 Festival Re-Opens 3‘
11:00 am. Reception at 11:00 Brunch at the French Embassy with |
Arcola First National Bank with special Quest Kim Gruelle, Patricia Haj and other
Kim Gruelle, Patricia Hall, ang guests Special guests. To make reservations call ;
1:00 p.m. Book Signing Vickie at 21 7-268-4966 (work) or |
3:00 p.m. Parage . Featuring Floats, Bands, 217-268-4488 (home)
Bikes, Raggedy Ann & Andy Look Alikes $15.00 per person
4:30 - 6:30 p-m. Social Qathering at the Noon - 5:09 P.m. Sunday afternoon with .
Arcola First Christian Church Gospel Music, featuring Lutz & Deppie “
Feuowship Room - Meet and greet yoyr Braunigg, Tephilla Group (teenage gospel), i
Raggedy Ann Collectors and Friends People for the Lord, Chariots 1
Coffee and Tea wil be serveqd and much more, ]
7:30-10:30 p.m. 50's & 60's Straet Dance 2:00 Book Signing Session

¥ Sat and Sunday v
9:00-5:00 Raggedy Ann Exhibitors in the Community Building
Street Arts N Crafts Fair o Childrens Petting Zoo ang Childrens Rides « Food Booths
All Day Entertainment - Clowns, Jugglers, Music
1994 Raggedy Ann Festival T-Shirts and Cook Books Available,
Hoops For Life, Rain Date: Sunday, May 22, 1994
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‘Event honors Raggedy Ann creator

O Doll began as story for
Arcola native's daughter

By ANN B. MOUTRAY
for the Journal Star

ARCOLA — “Amazing Ar-
cola,” reads the sign welcoming
visitors to this east-central Illi-
nois community of 2,700. Set-
tled in the 1850s, Arcola soon
became known as the Broom-
corn Capital of the World. But
Arcola has more of a claim to
fame than its broom making. .

Ann, one of Amer-
ica's st-loved dolls, was
created by an Arcola native,
Johnny Gruelle. Each year Ar-
cola honors Gruelle and his
dolls the Raggedy Ann and
Andy Festival; this year’s event
will be 8aturday and Sunday.

Born on Dec. 24, 1880,
Gruelle was a son of Richard B.
and Alice Benton Gruelle.

Richard Gruelle was a well-
known landscape artist who il-
lustrated the works of Indiana
poet James Whitcomb Riley.

Young Gruelle was a prolific
artist, well-known for his por-
traits of prominent area citi-

zens. He later became a news-
paper cartoonist and worked
for the Indianapolis Star, the
Cleveland Press and the New
York Herald.

Gruelle created Raggedy
Ann as a bedtime story for his
daughter, Marcella. After Mar-
cella’s death at age 14, Gruelle
wrote down and published his
Raggedy Ann stories.

The first Raggedy Ann book
was published in September
1918 by the Volland Co. During
the late teens and early 1920s,
Volland produced Raggedy
Ann dolls based on Gruelle’s
design, for which he had ac-
quired a patent in 1915.

Gruelle wrote about 40
books for children, and more
than half were about Raggedy
Ann and Andy. After his death
in 1938, his son, Worth, and his
brother, Justin, continued to
publish his stories.

In 1990, the Arcola Chamber
of Commerce, with the help of
Arcola residents, decided to
honor its Raggedy Ann creator.
What began as a Memorial Day
celebration with a Raggedy
Ann theme has grown into an

annual festival that draws
thousands of visitors from
across the nation.

Some of this year’s events
include a Raggedy Ann and
Andy look-alike contest, a *50s
and *60s street dance, a petting
zoo, children’s rides and a pa-
rade at 3 p.m. Saturday.

Visitors can sample special
foods, browse through displays
of Raggedy Ann and Andy
memorabilia, and shop for spe-
cialty items at arts and crafts
shows. Raggedy Ann cook-
books, which contain recipes
from Raggedy Ann and Andy
fans nationwide, will be avail-
able for purchase.

Special guests at this year’s
festival will include Kim
Gruelle, grandson of Johnny
Gruelle; and Patricia Hall, who
recently published the biogra-
phy “Johnny Gruelle, Creator
of Raggedy Ann and Andy.” A
brunch with Gruelle and Hall is
at 11 a.m. SBunday at the French
Embassy Restaurant.

A new attraction this year is
Hoops for Life, a 3-on-3 basket-
ball tournament from 8 a.m. to
6:30 p.m. Saturday at Moore

Park. Proceeds will benefit the
American Cancer Society.

The festival is sponsored by
the Arcola Chamber of Com-
merce and organized by Doris
Knaus and Annette Ferguson.
For more information, call the
Arcola Chamber of Commerce
at (217) 268-4530.

Kim’s havin® £y,
at the festivat

Fatty Hall
with Barry and David
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TOBY TWI1IST

Amazing Arcola’s Favorite Clown!

nny Gmeﬂa, author of thm

loved Raggedy Ann Stories

and its sequels, was born 114 years
ago in Arcola. He stayed to work
and raise a family there. Today's
‘Arcola remains a quiet Midwestern
town on the fringes of llinois
sh country, where simple but

t hnmeﬁ and umdens(a mﬂm

faatiwsi celebrates Amaﬂmm
folk doll. Although !;h»t

) weekend attracts many
gedy Ann doll collectors, it is pri»

a town fest for folks who

rown parades, food, mu-
a ‘hodgepodge of am and

May, a couple of thousand
showed up to hrowse

Raggedy Ann memorabilia

le aver prices. Sharon Mer-

in all the way from Califor-

da Frank arrived in a Bud-

i per to make sure she had
plenty of room for hauling home

mggadyh mmw& L«m ﬂrm :

tain madm a dmuur to 2 tlanta on

| 'most | t‘?mwm came from nearby |

L uwm;

ar’s festival will open with
a wm‘mf“ nd

and a Raggedy Ann a

look-alike contest on Sa
21, That avanmg
:mmc cnf“ h

%nday, there will he mnm elling
food, exhibitors touting crafts, and
carnival attractions.

All in all, Arcola’s Raggedy Ann
Festival is a nice-and-easy, do-it
yourself celebration. lectors
come for the camaraderie as much
as for the trading. The result is a
cross between a village market and
a small-town pam&&w—hmhxng ﬂm»
¢y, lots of stuff.
mpxraucm for the fwtiva!
artoonist Johny ~mnih. wrote
first stories about Raggedy Ann for

; dav hwr amallm ne
;2% him a facelmm
: an spinnin
; Raggedy while he painted
new face on the doll

Eventually, Gruelle populated a
whole imaginary nursery room full
of Raggedy Ann's [riends: Raggedy

Turn to Page 7

Regoady Adin sing Aty 46t of o
annual nmmy Mﬁ Festival, set

Kim, Fatly
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Kim and Raggedy
MWMEA wIn Aﬂmedy Way

.0
Ann dance ad jig
Arcola, the site of the annual Raggedy Ann and Andy Festival, will see an added benefit from its relation- .
ship with Raggedy Ann and Andy collectors this Christmas. Two out of state Raggedy Ann collectors began with th e youn gSTe rs
a program in which Raggedy Ann and Andy toys are being donated t6 the Arcola Chamber of Commerce
from colléctors around the country for distribution to children in the Arcola and Douglas County area.
Pictured, from left, ave Doris Knaus, Raggedy Ann Festival Co-Chair; Louis Turner and Barb Mitchell of the

Arcola Chamber of Commerce and Annette Ferguson, Raggedy Ann Festival Co-Chair. Contributions can
be sent to the Arcola Chamber of Commerce, Attn: Doris Knaus, PO Box 274, Arcola, IL 61910,

dation, rode in
Fox, of Love Yourself Foun

rhcz’?r;y\and Parade and had a booth ?r‘r ﬂ;e 5th
Annual Raggedy Ann & Andy Festival.
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Raggedy Ann Festival Enjoys
Strong Saturday, Great Weather

By Mark Lichtenwalter

Sparkling weather and a
strong Saturday showing
turned this year's Raggedy

Things were hopping
Saturday, however, espe-
cially if you were looking
for an autograph. Raggedy
Ann fans from at least 15
different states stopped in
at the book signing at the

tent outside the Municipal
‘Building Saturday after-

noon - with a seemingly
endless line running out
the back of the tent. One
patient fan reported wait-
ing in line for two 1/2
hours to get the signature
of special guests Kim

Gruelle and Patricia Hall.

“We've had people stop
in from all over the United
Imogene
Thompson, a volunteer at

States,” said

the tent.

A highlight of the festi-
val was the brunch at the
French Embassy featuring
Patricia Hall, Kim Gruclle
and Karen Fox, of the Love

Yourself Foundation.

Ann and Andy Festival into
a big success.

“] think evervone felt
that it was very much a sve
cessful weekend-we had a
lot of people come in from
out of state,” said Doris
Knaus, festival co-organiz-

cr. "I think everybody was
pleased. | know my busi-
ness did well and 1 hope
others did too.”

Ron  Vyverberg, of
Vyveirberg's store, reported
u strong wecekend with

‘sales better on Saturday

than Sunday.

“Everyone really enjoyed
it. This was the second year
and I think we’ll probably
go at it again next year,”
Dill said.

After the brunch, Fox
spoke first -bringing sever-
al people in the audience to
tears with her emotional
story.

Fox, a former cancer
patient herself, began visit-
ing hospital patients
dressed as Raggedy Ann in
1984. Fox, in full Raggedy
gear, explained the reason-
ing behind the idea.

"If I'm invited into a
patient’s room, their heart
will open up just a little bit,
and they will feel my
unconditional love and sup-
port for them through this
very difficult time in their
lives,” Fox said.

While it was hard con-
vincing hospital adminis-
trators at.first, Fox said
once she started actually
visiting patients it was an
instant success.

Fox showed a video fea-
turing several news reports
of herself in action, cheer-
ing hospital patients who
universally seemed to pick
up the minute Raggedy
Ann entered the room.
Raggedy's sponsored by the
foundation have since
made over 160,000 visits to
alling paticnts.

Kim at First National
Bank’s Welcome
Reception
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1895 Pringe & Princess Contest

For Children Ages 4-10 ® Friday, May 1& ® Arcola High School

MASTER OF CEREMONIES
Sharon Bickel
HOSTESS
Luci Faler
WELCOME
INTRODUCTION OF JUDGES
Kim Gruelle Susan Foster
Steve Maroon Cindy Johnson
Phyliss Smith Mike Woolworth
Kim Kauffman

PRESENTATION OF CONTESTANTS AND ESCORTS
All Contestants Attire Provided By 1) & M Discount, Tuscola

JUNIOR PRINCE AND PRINCESS CONTESTANTS

1. Joline Smith................. ...Gladys Smith, attire from Vyverbergs of Arcola

2. Kristin Knowles............ .. Donna Knowles, attire from Vyverbergs of Arcola
3. Mindy Murphy... .. .Lisa Douglas, attire from Arcola Factory Outlet

4. Stephanie Clark..... ...Sheri Clark, attire from Arcola Factory Outlet

5. Mackenzie Thomas........ ..Shelley Thomas, attire from Gordons

6. Alec Daily...... e .Kim Daily, attire from Gordons

7. Miranda Cummins. ...... ....Susan Cummins, attire from Arcola Factory Outlet

PRINCE AND PRINCESS CONTESTANTS

8. Jessica Chandler

9. Ashton Skoog ...
10. Katelyn Blagg. ...
11. Tiffany Clark.......

.Ellen Gawthorpe, attire from Vyverbergs
Rebecca Culp, attire from Vyverbergs

.Charity Blagg, attire from Vyverbergs

.Heather Bright, attire from Arcola Factory Outlet

12. Patrick Lyons.. .................Kristen Conlin, attire from Arcola Factory Outlet
13. Desiree' Montague. .. .Ruth Montague, attire from Gordons
14. Heather Montague..............Susan Montague, attire from Gordons

at A Prince!

Wh judge for the pageant.

Kim served as 2

MUSIC BY CHARLESTON HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

This Old Man
If You're Happy And You Know It
Bingo
FINAL JUDGING OF CONTESTANTS
A HEART FILLED WITH ETERNAL SUNSHINE
Skit by Nicloe Smoot, Erin Miller, Justin Kohout from
Adlai E. Stevenson High School, Lincoinshire IL

PRESENTATION OF 1995 RAGGEDY ANN AND ANDY
PRINCE AND PRINCESS

A SPECIAL THANKS TO THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES

FOR THEIR DONATIONS
Step Ahead Preschool Arcola Factory Outlet
Galton Glassworks Gordons

Marcella's Sun Porch Vyverbergs

Arcola First Nat'l. Bank D & M Discount
Lindenmeyer Insurance Arcola True Value

These kids were great!

6th Annval Raggedy Ann & Andy Festival » 1995 m
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Friendships are

W Patty auteqr
for visitors at the book sigr%ngph

Session during the '35 Festival
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"We all need more of this
in a troubled world,"
Gruglle suid. "We should
clﬂ-y this message of love

nd friendship and extend-
ed family, our extended
Raggedy family that we
love, back with us to our
homes and our neighbors.”
Fishel 1

Look mm Contest in
Saturday's paude The
two, Katty Grubbs of Tilton,
L, and Maggie Plise of
Morris, IL, met each other
for the first time before the
poude. dressed in their
Raggedy Ann. costumes,
and were soon after hold-
mc hands and ﬁmng like
id friends.

"We hope mn ym.l have
found a new friend in
Arcola or renewed an
acquaintance with old

s, because &n*’s real-

J! the apirit of
Hngc ly Ann ic uhnm.
Fishel said,
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Andy Festival

May 18-19, 1996  Arcola,

9 a.m. Festival Opening
11 a.m. Reception at Arcola First
National Bank with special guests;”
the Gruelle family & Patricia Hall.*

HaggoﬂyMn&Andymem
4 p.m. Book Signing
4-8 p.m. Soclal gathering at the Arcola First
cnﬁmncmmrmmnmm - Meet and greet
- Raggedy Ann Collectors and Friends.
Cofhemd'raawmbaufm
7:30 - 10:30 p.m. 50's & 60's Street Dance

Sunday, May 19, 1996

9 a.m. Festival Reopens
10:30 Brunch at the
French Embassy with grandchildren
of Johnny Gruelle:
*Joni Gruelle Wannamaker and Kim Gruelle,
Patricia Hall and other special guests.
% To make reservations, call Vickie at
217-268-4966 (work) or 217-268-4488 (home)
Gospel Music and 50's & 60's Music
with “Sh-Boom": 1:00-2:30
z p.m. Book Signing Session

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘

3 p.m. Parade - Featuring: Floats, Bands, Bikes, o

S
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dressed in full R
Bank of Arcola.

By CHRIS SCHULTZ

News-Gazette Staff Writer

"ARCOLA — This weekend,
downtown: Arcola will be awash
in calico patches, button eyes
and red-yarn hair as fans of the
candy-hearted rag doll celebrate
at the Raggedy Ann and Andy
Festival.

The seventh annual Raggedy
Ann festival starts at 9 a.m. to-
day, said Doris Knaus, a festival
co-chairman. Annette Ferguson,
another a co-chairman, said
5,000 visitors are expected for
the two-day event. ;

The festival celebrates Rag-
gedy Ann and Andy creator
Johnny Gruelle.

Gruelle was born in Arcola in

1880, the son of American im-
pressionist artist Richard
Gruelle, The family lived in Ar-
cola for only a few years and
moved to Indianapolis sometime
between Johnny’s fifth and
eighth birthday.

He created his Raggedy Ann
and Andy characters in 1917
while living in Norwalk, Conn.
He did the stories to ease the
pain after his 14-year-old daugh-
ter, Marcella, died. Legend has it
that Raggedy Ann was Marcel-
la’s rag doll.

Today’s activities include:

— A public reception at 11
a.m. at Arcola First National
Bank will honor Kim Gruelle and
Joni Gruelle, grandson and

granddaughter of Johnny

Gruelle, and Patricia Hall, who

wrote a biography of Gruelle.
The Gruelles brought limited-
edition Raggedy Ann and Andy

dolls and original artwork for
auction, Knaus said. The auction
will begin about 11:30 a.m.

— Hall will sign books at 1 and
4 p.m. at the downtown tent,
Knaus said. Kim and Joni
Gruelle will be in the tent to au-
tograph Raggedy Ann and Andy
items.

— The Raggedy Ann and Andy
parade will begin at 3 p.m.

— A street darice from 7:30 to
10:30 p.m.

Sunday's session of the festi-
val starts at 9 a.m. Featured ac-

5,000 expected for Raggedy Ann festival

tivities include:

— A brunch, starting at 10:30
a.m. at the French Embassy Res-
taurant, Knaus said.

—- Gospel music in the morn-
ing, followed by 1950s and 1960s
hits played by Sh-Boom from 1
to 2 pm,

Raggedy Ann fans will also
find a display of Raggedy Ann
memorabilia, Raggedy Ann and
Andy items for sale, Raggedy
Ann and Andy look-alike con-
tests, music, arts and crafts, po-
ny rides, a carnival that’s larger
than last year's and free enter-
tainment during the festival.

For more information, call the
Arcola Chamber of Commerce at
800-336-5456.

eryl Cook of Nashville,

Oh, What A
Fun Festivall

whville, TN, left, and Katie Cavanaugh of Indianapolis, IN,
aggedy Ann attire for Saturday’s reception at the First National

mhh Annval Raggedy Ann & Andy Festival « 1996
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PRaggedy Ann & Andy

was the brainchild of

% m'ﬁimwmn and
gok's Collection in the

“The Cook's *
Arcola Emporium, Being 4
3 to Arcola she was

store W%Mﬁmﬂmm.
Inspired by the touching
c;itcnmsmmes that led to the
dolt's creation, the two women,

| day as it does for two, S0 we
expanded it from then on out.”

: Except for that first yeat,

/. one or more members of the

. Giruelle family have attended
the festival cach yeas. Grand-

_son Kim will b

g appearances (lng
mily’s history. Grand-
ter joni Gruelle Wanna

maker has also made Seve

b liren will have astistic woD
on display and for sale during ~

festival. :
Knaus says the festival has
pecome quite an event foi

the United States botalsoflog~—— —~ —
as far away as Japan. Though Joni
no official headcount is taken,

it is estimated that 5,

attend the two-day event annu-
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not too late to become

' activities, either by
ating in the parade o1
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For more information
festival and its activities, call

¢ making his . 268-3311 or 268-4816.

MASTER OF CEREMONIES
Sharon Bickel

HOSTESSES
Leah Clark
Hannah Clark

JUDGES
. Debbie Hall
Joni Gruelle Wannamaker

| ‘3”\'; )

Anm\Andy collectors,
people from not only.

brunch.
on the
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By Mark Lichtenwalter

After weeks of seemingly
endless rain, Mother Na-
ture went to the other
extreme for last weekend's
Raggedy Ann Festival, as
temperatures ranged into
the low 90s. But the high
temperatures throughout
the weekend and the strong
winds that whipped
through town on Sunday
didn’t keep people from
enjoying the popular fami-
1y festival sponsored by the
Arcola Chamber  of
Commerce.

“The committee mem-
bers thought that every
thing went really well,”
said Doris Knaus, festival
co-chairman. "We feel that
we had a goed attendance,
and we were very pleased
with the festival. We could

have used better atten-
dance on Sunday, but the
way the weather has been
recently, I was just happy

both days weren't washed
out.

er

“People would be amazed
with the number of differ-
ent states people were com-
ing from for the festival. It

really brings in a nice

crowd from all over the

Sunday's annual brunch
at the French Embassy
drew 63 attendees, includ-
ing the Gruelle grandchil-
dren.

“What I want to do is to
thank everybody for shar-
ing the love and tradition
that Raggedy Ann and
Andy means to me person-
ally and to my mother and
father,” Kim Gruelle said.

After the brunch, Sue
Ellen Cole and Sheryl Cool
Nashville, TN, addresse
the crowd about
Adventures in Caring, the
Santa Barbara, CA based
organization that trains
people to act as Raggedy
Ann and Andy and then
sends them to hospitals to
visit sick children and to
people confined to their
homes.

“We go to people who are
confined and we take in
fun, and fantasy and hugs
and smiles, and the people

just start laughing whenev-
er we go in,” Cole said. “I
really appreciate all that
you do here to raise public
awareness of Raggedy Ann
and what she stands for.
Unconditional love and pas-

United States and Canada.”
Venders who lined the
streets of Arcola said they
felt attendance may hawve
been slightly off for the fes-
tival, but that they had
stronger than usual sales.
“We are way up in sales
this year,” said Debonah
Graham, a collectibles deal-
er from nearby Paris, “8at-
urday was a really good day ™
for us. Sunday is a little
stow. This is one of the
shows we do every year,
and we’ve always done real-
ly well.” .
Graham has done so well
that she often invites fellow
crafters to attend. “I recom-
mended this festival to
another crafter recently,
and she's here just down
the street,” she said.
Sparta, Illinois based
Mary Schlimme set up a
craft stand with her sister;
Carol Stough of Terre

. Haute, Indiana. Schlimme

said this was their first time
at the Raggedy Ann
Festival, but that they
already have plans fo
attend next year. ot
“Saturday was great,
Sunday is a little bit slow,
but we really like the festi-
val, This year, we had quite
a few Raggedy Ann and
Andys on display, arzd next
year we are planning to
bring even more. That
seems to be what the peo-

For Raggedy Ann Festival -
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Princess Pageant at the
Arcole High  School
Gymnasium. Brother and
sister Zachary and Liberty
Doemelt were crowned
Prince and Princess, and
Andrea Williams was
crowned Junior Princess.
Entertainment at the
pageant included children’s
songs performed by
Raggedy Ann and Andy and
Mickey and Minnie Mouse,
and country music per-
formed by Jo Brazzell.
Sixty-six people signed-in
at the reception held at the
First National Bank of
Arcola Saturday morning.
Many of the large crowd
were on hand to attend the
auction of original Raggedy
atercolor

Wannamaker, grandchil-
dren of Johnny Grueile, the
creator of Raggedy y Ann and

The auction raised $490
for the Johnny Gruelle
Memorial Fund and $205
for the Arcola Volunteer
Fire Department.

Suzette Prange of
Prescott, Arizona left the
auction with a set of auto-
graphed 1996 Raggedy Ann
and Andy dolls. Jed and
Diane Ashton of Sandy,
Utah purchased a framed
reproduction of a print by
Kim and Joni's father,
Worth Gruelle, for $80.

Two - local  families
entered bids as well. Alden
and Faye Nay and Fred and
Sue Bumpus won bids for

original watercolors by
Wannamaker at $90 and
$85, respectively.

Kim Gruelle purchased a
hand-made doll donated by
Gertrude Poling of the
Raggedy Ann Fire House
Museum in Amissville, VA.
Poling donates dolls to fire
departments around the
country for use as a means
of raising money. Gruelle
purchased the doll for $205.

The monies in the
Johnny Gruelle Memorial
Pund will be used for pur

‘chasing items for the Arcola

Depot's Raggedy Ann and
Andy collection, and also
for issues involving chil-
dren, “We plan on donating

7th Annval Raggedy Ann & Andy Festival « 1996 m
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Raggedy Annc-Andy Festival

May 17-18, 1997 e Arcola, Illinois
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The :
1998 Raggedy Ann Festival
will be a tribute to Worth
Gruelle
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A Special Tribute to |
| ngamme Gruelle

1917-1996

Sue Gruelle never knew a stranger. Anyone who phoned for the first time,
or trekked to North Carolina or Florida, or met her at a special event knew
this. Introductions out of the way, within minutes, Sue would ask about you,
your interests, and your family, and share about her own life and family. It
was like you'd known each other for years.

When I first met Sue, she told me two stories. The first was about her
own introduction to the Raggedys, in kindergarten, when a teacher had read
a tale from Raggedy Andy Stories. “I really believed that Raggedy Andy took
a trip down that rainspout,” Sue said. | could tell by the sparkle in her cyes
that she still very much believed in the magic of the Raggedys.

The second story was about how she met the love of her life, her husband
Worth. He had attended her high school graduation with a friend. Sue was
valedictorian, and when she rose to speak, Cupid’s arrows flew. When they
were finally introduced, Worth and Sue knew immediately that they were
destined for each other.

Sue believed in whimsy and destiny, but also in the power of honesty and
forthrightness, and in the importance of history. Many times, she offered
information and helped fill in missing details as [ worked on my book about
Johnny Gruelle. Among her fondest memories were times spent with Myrtle
Gruelle; among her chief regrets was not ever having known Johnny.

Sue's family was her world, She and Worth were as much in love as high
school sweethearts. Ever spirited, enthusiastic, and loyal, Sue’s devotion was
to people and bringing out what madc each one special.

1 have many memories of Sue Gruelle, but my favorite is being on her
porch overlooking the misty North Carolina mountains. When watering her
many plants and flowers, she would laugh and recall some of the funny
things her kids did when they were little.

Sue, we all miss you very much. But I know that, somewhere up there are
some lucky little angels whom you're meeting and greeting and making feel
very much at home. - Patty Hall

Family friend & Author of Johnny Gruelle, Creator of Raggedy Ann and Andy
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Parade Judging Results
Ann Look Alikes: Child- |
ren, 18t Sansone, Paris, Illinois;

Kansag City, i

Tony Nestor, Vermillion, Ohio; 3rd.
Warren and Betty Thumau, St.

Hinots.

.

Toyland Costumes, 1st, Aprit
Sturis, Mattoon; 2nd, Leana Guill and
Josh Vi Matioon.

, Tuscola, 1952

Leroy Ramthum, Cornland, llinois,
1985 Mustang.

‘aultonburg, 1 7
Classic Vehicles, 1st, Larry
Singer; 2nd,
Myron Shonkwiler, Arcola, n/a; 3rd, |

Raggedy Ann F:

This year's Raggedy Ann
Festival—-a tribute to Arcola
native son Johnny Gruelle,

By Mark Lichtenwalter

They came from New
York, San Diego, Houston
and Kansas City. They came

from Hawaii, Puerto Rico R;gul;gl;:a mm:::;
and even from Japan. ivej;x an as v Mother
Raggedy Ann enthusiasts % SIS on rday, when
from around the world unny skies §il warm fem
made the trip to Arcola last peratures t easy for

weekend for the eighth
annual Raggedy Ann Fes-
tival, which organizers
called the most successful
yet.

of Arzeola,.
“Everything

visitors to take to the streets

went
smoothly. I'm sure the
crowd was bigger than

A ctnﬁd gathered in the
bank's lobby for a cookies
and punch reception and

r had, and the
hep | just perfect,”
d ¢o-chair = Annette

son. the chance to purchase offi-
o-chair Doris Knaus said  cial Raggedy Ann dolls and
turnout was “beyond  watercolors. Proceeds from
expectations.” the auction went to the
A lot of people came into  chamber's Johnny Gruelle

n forithe festival, and Memorial Fund, =
e feedback we've received On hand to meet and
from most of the vendors greet visitors at the recep-

~ tion were Johnny's grand-
children, Kim Gruelle and
Joni Gruelle Wannamaker—
an artist who created the
Raggedy Ann watercolors—

5 been wery, very posi:
said. . -

tive,” Knai :
The festival, s L
by the E (Feola Char e

Comme

way‘,by 1lam. 8

and other members of the
Gruelle family.

Floats. 1st, Arcola Health Care when the Arcol:
Center: 2nd, French Embassy Lanes
: 3rd, Rockome Gardens.

Upper Left: Kim and Joni sign auto-  IaSSEEES S

welcomed

Bowiing Bus; raphs at the 1997 Festival. annual welcome reception ption,
mn%fm, Tow .m | o : ; and auction of Raggedy n ‘
Atcola. - | Circle Photo: Kim having fun. Ann merchandise. i

Upper Right: Doris, Kim, Joni, Patty and Annette,

1997 Raggedy Ann & Andy Festival h Amazing Arcolal
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to Arcola ig scheduled for 11 am, :
at the Arcola First National Sunday.
lle and his crea io Bank. Two of Johnny Gruelle’s The Raggedy Ann Toyland
during thig weekend’s eighth an. grandchildren, Kim Gruelle and Parade, featuring more than 25
ual y Ann & Andy Fest;. Joni Gruelle Wannamakar, will  entries, will march down Main
val, attend the reception, which will  Street Saturday at g pan. The
© The two-day festival will in- }

also feature an auction of parade “p?emises, a lot of
clude a parade, entertainment, » Raggedy Ann and Andy ¢ol- : “Ann and dy looka- |
tarnival, appearances by Gru- lectibles. Proceeds from the auc- By
elle’s family, and an arts and  tion will gotothe Gruelle Memor- :
trafts show featuring Raggedy ial Fund,
Anh and Andy memorabilia, The Gruelle granddaughterg
+'The festiva] 18 sponsored by will also attend a special
the Arcola Chamber of Com.- brunch Sunday at The French rformy
Ierce and will run from 9a.m. to Embassy Restaurant at 10:30  sia River Dancers :
5 p.m. Saturday angd from 9 a.m, a.m. Tickets are lim; ted, but . Country music artist Ashley
fi / ! .~ May be purchased in advance Hart, who has performed at
~ Vendor booths, offering a vari. from the Arcola Chamber of Nashville’s Grand Ole Opry, will
8ty of arts and crafts as well ag Commerce by calling present concerts at 1p.m. and 4
food and drinks, will open Satur- 1-800-336-5456. P.m. Saturday and 1¢
day at 9 a.m. Raggedy Ann col. Also planning on attending the . iVl :
fyctibles will be featured in o Spe-  festival is Gruelle biographer Pa- unday will include children’s
cial display in the Arcola Munici. tricia Hall. She and Ms. Gruelle rides, games and 5 petting zoo,
pal Building, and Mrs, Wannamakey will take Tickets may be purchased during.

on Saturday,

\ Areception weleoming visitors part in a book signing from 1 Pm.  the festival

i

Kim ef\joys the 1997 Toy\
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Ot ‘b Annual

Raggedy Annc-Andy Festival
May 16-17, 1998 e Arcola, Illinois

Toby Twist’s Stage
Toyland Parade

Cdrn‘.vd\ Rides

Arcolg Depot-

e Johnny Gruelle Memar:iql
h& Suzanne Gruelle Memorig|
Raggedy Ann Display Inside

Th
Wort

Jonathan Pierce

Reynolds Petting een

Arcolg City Building:
. 5R’aggedy Collectibles
- Safurday / 9-d Sundgy

(R Ashley I Memory of wer g 298
ey Hart , it
QU0 Jason Jennings & The Jennings Family

.‘.

Brunch a " vold

ia Country Clu Under the lent.
dekcsklo W i der the Jomof it
h the Street: morial: In Memory _
Mr 9-5 it dgse . M?’es‘ri\/a\ 1.shirts & Souvenirs
g - Sat |
Steve aturday / 9-4 Syndq " Auc.hon

11:30 at First National Bank
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Festivities Begm

m Birthplace of Raggedy
Ann & Andy Hosts
Festival This Weekend

By Chris Slack

Becord:Herald Editor
reola will celebrate its affilia-
A;ion with the beloved
aggedy Ann doll by hosting
the ninth annual Raggedy Ann &

| Andy Festival this Saturday and

Sunday, May 16 and 17.

The event, sponsored by the Arcola
Chamber of Commerce, is held in the
downtown area on Saturday from 9
am. to 11 p.m. and Sunday from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m.

Arcola is the birthplace of the late

Johnny Gruelle, creator of the
Raggedy Ann doll.
The festival includes a parade,

entertainment, carnival, appearances
by Mr. Gruelle's family and an arts
and crafts show at the Arcola City
Building that will feature Raggedy
Ann & Andy dolls and memorabilia.

Saturday’s parade begins at 3 p.m.
near Arcola’s Main Street and
“promises a lot of Raggedy Ann and
Andy look-alikes of all ages,” accord-
ing to Byron Bradford, director of the
Arcola Chamber of Commerce.

The parade route will be on Locust,
Jefferson, Oak and Main streets. The
festival parade will have the following
categories: Ann and Andy look-alikes,
Toyland costumes, horse/pony, clas-
sic vehicles, antique tractors, decorat-
ed toy wagons, floats, bicycles, mini
floats and unique and other.

The parade lineup will be on North
Locust, with judging beginning at 2
p.m. Registration forms are available
from Julia A. Woolworth, 408 E.
Jefferson, Arcola.

In addition to the parade, enter-
tainment will feature, a others,
the musical talents of contemporary
Christian singer Jonathan Pierce and
country music artist Ashley Hart.

Clay County Amusements will be
located on Qak Street across from the
Depot. There will be rides for kids
and adults Saturday from 9 am. to
10:30 p.m. and Sunday from 9 a.m. to
4 p.m. Tickets may be purchased dur-
ing the festival,

.Gruelle Raggedy dolls,

 Complete Music will by
Jof mysie Trom. the

keys, chickens, s
mas, exotic sheep, hedge
hogs, Vietnamese pigs
and  Afrigan ' pygmy
goats. The petting 2oo
will be located on Oak
Street by the Arcola
Depot.

At 11:30 a.m. Saturday,
the Arcola 1st National
Bank will be the site of
an auction featuring Kim

Joni Gruelle original’
watercolor artwork and a
1997 Fisher Price Toy
Town Museum Raggedy |
Ann & Andy pulltoy.

Just prior to the auc-
tion at 11 am., the 1st
National Bank will be the site
of a welcome reception.

The sun setting on Sa
evening will not mean the activities
will be concluding; in fact, the action
will just start heating up. A street
dance will begin at 7:30 p.m. and con-
tinue until about 10:30 p.m. DJ-

There will be dancé contests thh lots
of prizes and alaser light show.

Two of Johnny Gruelle's grandchil-
dren, Kim Gruelle and Joni Gruelle
Wannamaker, will participate in the
festival's parade and are the guests of
a special brunch held at the
Kaskaskia Country Club in rural
Arcola at 10:30 am. Sunday. Tickets
are limited and mav be purchased in

Arcala.
Kim Gruelle will be in the Big Tent

on Locust Street. He will ‘have
Raggedy items from his shop, “The
Last Great Company,” for sale both
days. There will be book signings
Saturday at 1 p.m. and 4 p.m. and

e Stunday at 2 pam.

Joni Gruelle Wannhamaker will be in
the Big Tent on Locust Street and will
have original water color prints.
There will be book signings Saturday
at 1 p.m. and 4 p.m. and Sunday at 2
pm.

This year’s festival is dedicated to
the memory of Worth Gruelle, who
died April 13, 1997 at the age of 84.

9th Annval Raggedy Ann & Andy Festival « 1993 [




Suzanne & Worth
Gruelle Memorial

Memories of Worth
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Many participants in the parade dressed the part of Raggedy Ann.

Photo by Kevin Kithotfer

Festival-goers reflect affection for
Johnny Gruelle’s popular rag dolls

By Ros Stroun
Student Intern

RCOLA — The simple

Arag doll Johnny Gruelle

created in 1915 has gone

on to win the hearts of people in

his former home town of Arcola as
well as the rest of the country.

The popularity of Gruelle’s
Raggedy Ann & Andy dolls was
apparent this weekend at the
Raggedy Ann & Andy festival in
Arcola.

Main Street in Arcola was
filled with vendors selling vin-
tage and new Raggedy Ann and
Andy items. Several adults and
children dressed like the famous
dolls participated in the festival's
Raggedy Ann Toyland Parade

Ote of the festival's featured
attracions was a book signing by
Patricn Hall, who wrote a book
entitleq “Johnny Gruelle: Cre-
ator of Riggedy Ann & Andy.”

Hall bgan collecting Raggedy

Ann & Andy books while in col-
lege completing her master’s de-
gree in folklore and mythology.
She began researching Gruelle’s
life in the mid-1980s.

“Gruelle was a cartoonist. He
was able to make a face that
would be memorable and funny,”
Hall said.

Hall said Gruelle may have got
the idea for Raggedy Ann in 1908
after his young daughter Mar-
cella found an old rag doll in her
grandmother’s closet. Gruelle
drew a heart on the doll's chest
and wrote the words “I Love You”
under the doll’s face.

Duringthe next few years Gru-
elle worked for newspapers in
Cleveland and New York. Hall
said Gruelle began drawing rag
dolls in the background of his car-
toons.

“He was finding reasons to put
their likenesses in his works,”
Hall said. In 1915, Gruelle re-
ceived a design patent for what

would be a series of Raggedy Ann
books and dolls. However, Gru-
elle postponed his work after
Marcella died from an infected
vaccination shot.

Gruelle resumed his work in
1918. Hall said he may have
found the writing to be a soothing
way to reconnect with his daugh-
ter.

The characters Gruelle cre-
ated may have helped him get
over the pain of his daughter’s
death but they have also touched
the lives of many other people

Alison Hubbard, a vendor at
the festival, said she and her hus-
band, Bill Miller, were in Arcola
for a crossstitch show seven years
ago when they saw an old
Raggedy Ann inan antique store.

“We fell in love with her,” Hub-
bard said. After buying the doll,
Hubbard said they spent the
summer buying Raggedy Ann &
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C:L?rt:: 3 Special Friends
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HappyY Shoppefsl-

Raggedy Ann & Andy
Museum To Be
Open For Inspection

The new Johnny Gruelle Raggedy Ann and Andy
Museum in downtown Arcela will give fans a sneak
peek during the Raggedy Ann and Andy Festival.

The founders of the museum, Joni Gruelle and
Tom Wannamaker, want to introduce the museum
and solicit ideas from the thousands of loyal
Raggedy Ann and Andy lovers who attend the festi-
val. The museum will officially open at the 10th
annual festival in 1999,

The Wannamakers, who presently reside in
Atlanta, GA, are planning to redocate to Arcola to
run the museum. ?

Enthusiasts may visit the museum at 110 Main
Street from noon to 3 p.m. Saturday and from 11
a.m. to 3 p.m. Sunday. The first floor of the unren-
ovated 2,000 square-foot facility will have a small
temporary display of some of Johnny Gruelle’s
Raggedy Ann and Andy artwork, which will be on
display when the museum formally opens.

Museum consultants and staff will also be avail-
able to discuss future plans and provide member-
ship information. Visitors will be invited to com-
plete a survey, which the founders will use to help
shape exhibits, designs and program plans.

Joni Gruelle adamantly states, “We are very inter-
ested in involving the people who have loved and
supported the Raggedy Ann and Andy vision for
the past 50 years.”

Arcola is the birthplace of Johnny Gruelle, the
inventory of Raggedy Ann and Andy and a
renowned artist who worked in a variety of medi-
ums. The idea for the doll came about as an enter-
tainment piece for Johnny Gruelle’s daughter,
Marcella, who later died of complications from a
school vaccination.

The museum will be dedicated to the memory of
Worth and Sue Gruelle. Worth was Johnny's son
and carried on his artistic legacy. The museum will
be operated as a nonprofit organization led by a
board of directors.

Wannamaker said there will be no admission
charge to the museum.

\ \

Wannamaker and Joni Gruoelk

strong membership base as
well as grant money,” he
said.

A national advisory com-
mittee is being formed to
provide leadership on the
exhibits and operations of
the museum.

The Johnny Gruelle
Raggedy Ann and Andy
Museum documents and
celebrates the artistic and
social contributions that
this tric made toc American
popular culture and
encourages future genera-
tions in their pursuit of art
and the values epitomized
by Raggedy Ann and
friends.

“We want to be proactive
in the community, not only
as a collector’s museum but
as a children’s museum as
well,” said Wannamaker.

Wannamaker feels the
Raggedy Ann and Andy
dolls are experiencing a
renaissance.

“Raggedy Ann embodies
unconventional love and
universal acceptance, and
we feel there is a renewed
interest in these values,”
said Wannamaker.

“We'll be looking for 54

9th Annval Raggedy Ann & Andy Festival « 1998 m



Mother Nature In Festival’s Corner

By Chris Slack
-Her. i

It can probably be said that even
Mother Nature loves Raggedy Ann and
Andy.

Just like 1997, the weather in central
Illinois was delightful both days of the
ninth annual Raggedy Ann and Andy
Festival. And those attending from as
far-away places as Japan were not dis-
appointed as activities throughout the

two-day event appealed to a wide vari-
ety of individuals' interests.

The annual festival is a tribute to
Arcola native son Johnny Gruelle, cre-
ator of the universally-popular
Raggedy Ann and Andy dolls and sto-
ries.

Festival Co-Chair Doris Knaus said
this year’s event was a rousing success.
While she did not have an estimate on
how many attended the festival, Knaus
said the two ddvs of sunny skies and

temperatures in the 80s helped con-
tribute to a fun-filled two days of activ-
ities.

No Raggedy Ann Festival is complete
with appearances from members of
the Gruelle family. This year, Kim
Gruelle and Joni Gruelle
Wannamaker, grandchildren to the
late Worth Gruelle, were on hand both
days to sign books.
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Ragged Y Ann Look Alike Wi nners
The top three Raggedy A Look Alike winn, i “hildre Categories) jn this ye,
/ / ¢ iv prior to the Parade Saturda . May g,
Sans H

Parade at the Ning nual Ragg: \
Pictureq, front row, m left, are K sone st place) ang annah
Carruthe “ond place) Back row, Tony vilis T (first place Darlene Elrick (secong place)
and Mary ¢ Fruthers (thirg Place). More Phatog g 5 10 and 11,
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With armg Outstretched he 99thered me i _
O 50othe, to Juide, to love,

With twinkling eyes and face agloy,

His gifes were from abaye,

My childhaod dreams b alwayg knew,
My friend he'll dhways be;

€ laughed w8 cried, | learngq s, much —
‘m as rateful as opne can be,

A mMEMOry sweet to hold;
His laugh, hiy grin, his Silliness
Protected from the cold,

One day hig hand wijr redach for me
And gently pull me haar,

His angel wings wifl enfold

I'l go without g tear,

it often and rememper it walt
He's happy ang fctﬁng fine,

‘My sweet friends — my gift to yoy
I'm sending from my stay

So lavugh ang Play anq think of me
With no TEQret or sorpgy,
Your time is ﬂc!ting —

I'm gone from sight, bur thae is afl;
50 let YOUr sadpess depare _

And keep the happy Memoaries p
Living dsep within Your hear, S

My pain and grief iy over now,
The restlessness has Passed.
I't be gt Peace forgyer

In my Suzi'g arms at lase -

ival 1998
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Raggedy Annc-Andy Festival

May 22-23, 1999 e Arcola, Illinois

Tl DAYENTERTAyN‘h:_\::{TM - \
tting Zoo ® Carniva i
‘\ Toby Twist ® Reynolds Fe ting

M e nne Gruelle Memorial \
‘\ morial ® Worth & 5Suza e
| il M;agg&dy Ann Display Ins!
| ARCOLA CITY BUILD\NG:t .
edy Ann and Andy Collec
Ragg

” ON THE STREET: S

| Arts and Crafte and Food

\ ipledn TENT: Gruelle Family

| Souvenirg, Book Signing by P
T-Shirte, dicsabeaia

\ - -

(B ;

ndy wre % 1y
Hasbro - Playskool, Ine.

I.th Anm’versary Celebration Dinner
Friday, May 21 & 6:00-9:00 p.m.

Arcola is the Birthplace of Johnny Gruelle,
Creator of Raggedg Ann and Andy

Sponsoreq

by Arcola Cham
FO. Box 274

ber of Commerce
® Arcola, IL 61910 o 217-265-4550

)

’ \\
X

GREG LONG

| Sunday, May 23 « 1:30 p-m. & 3:00 p.m.
Contemporary Christian artist
received a Dove Award nomination for “New Artist of
| the Year.” He travels and sings intemationally and his
| song “Love the Lord” finished in the number two spot
on CCM's AC year-end chart for 199. The title cut of
| his album, “Jesus Saves,” has a thythmic dance beat, a

Greg Long has

is to t
oversimplifying it, but I think th

hat. Some may say I'm
e title track says it beautifully.”
In case of rain,

Sunday's entertainment will be held at the Arcola High School sym.
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Sy A Pt 205 TS N
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Through the Years with the ...

Raggedy AnnGAndy Festival

1990-1999 e Arcola, Illinois
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& through the Years - 1990-1999
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THE
GRUELLE IDEAL

It 75 the Gruelle ideal
that books for children

should contain mnothing to

cause fright, suggest fear, glo-

rify mischief, excuse malice

or condone crue]ty. That
s why they are called

"BOOKS GOOD FOR
CHILDREN."
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